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1. UNDER HEADLINE QTE MULDER GIVEN ORAL ANSWER UNQTE, JOHANNESBURG 
STAR OF DECEMBER 28 CARRIED FOLLOWING TEXT BYLINED QTE THE STAR 
BUREAU UNQTE AND NOT BY KEN OWEN. 

2. TEXT READS QTE 

WASHINGTON - DR. CONNIE MULDER, THE SOUTH AFRICAN MINISTER OF 
INFORMATION, APPEARS TO HAVE RECEIVED A VERBAL REPLY TO HIS LETTER 
TO PRESIDENT FORD. 

IT SEEMS IT WAS DELIVERED, IRONICALLY. BY THE HEAD OF THE 

STATE DEPARTMENT'S AFRICAN BUREAU WHICH THE INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 

WAS TRYING TO OUTFLANK. 

THIS EMERGED IN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH THE ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR AFRICA. MR. DONALD EASUM, WHO REFUSED 
TO DENY REPORTS THAT HE HAD VERBALLY REPLIED TO THE LETTER 
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WHEN HE SAW DR. MULDER DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA. 
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MR. EASUM'S HINT OF WHAT HAPPENED CAME DURING THIS EXCHANGE: 
QUESTIONER: DID YOU DELIVER AN ORAL REPLY OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
TO DR. MULDER OF THAT LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT ? 

MR. EASUM: I CAN'T CONFIRM THAT THERE WAS SUCH AN EXCHANGE. 
QUESTIONER: I HAVE SEEN THE LETTER. 

MR. EASUM: YOU HAVE ? 

QUESTIONER: YES. 

MR. EASUM: THERE WILL BE NO WRITTEN REPLY. 

QUESTIONER: DID YOU DELIVER AN ORAL ONE WHEN YOU SAW DR. 

MULDER ? 

MR EASUM: WHY DON'T YOU ASK DR. MULDER ? 

MR. EASUM FLATLY DENIED A NUMBER OF ALLEGATIONS ABOUT THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND ITS CONDUCT OF RELATIONSHIPS WITH SOUTH 
AFRICA. WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE RECENTLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR 
INFORMATION, DR. ESCHEL RHOODIE. 

HE DENIED DR. RHOODIE'S SUGGESTION THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON. MR FRIKKIE BOTHA, OPERATES UNDER 
RESTRICTIONS THAT PREVENT HIM FROM MEETING SOME CLASSES OF 
AMERICANS. 

ACCORDING TO RELIABLE SOURCES, DR. MULDER'S LETTER SOUGHT TO 
WARN PRESIDENT FORD THAT THE SOVIET UNION WAS TRYING TO REACH 
AN AGREEMENT WITH FRF, I IMP GOVERNMENT IN MOZAMBIQUE FOR THE USE 
OF NACALA, THE NATURAL HARBOUR, AS A NAVAL BASE. 

MR. EASUM SAID: 'BASED ON MY RECENT, ALBEIT BRIEF, VISIT TO 
MOZAMBIQUE ... THE ONLY THING THAT DISTURBS ME IS THE ECONOMIC 
CHALLANGE TO THE FRELIMO GOVERNMENT ... WHICH, I BELIEVE, WILL 
REQUIRE COOPERATION AND COLLABORATION ON THE PART OF THE FRIENDS 
OF MOZAMBIQUE’ UNQTE. 

HURD 
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